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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


ARAB FUND LOAN--During a ceremony taking place yesterday morning in Kuwait Mohamed 
Megdiche, Tunisian Ambassador to Kuwait, and Mohamed Imadi, president of the Arab 
Economic and Social Development Pund, signed a loan agreement amounting to 3.5 
million DK [Kuwaiti Dinars] or 5.2 million DT [Tunisian Dinars]. This loan is 
intended to finance an irrigation and development project at Ghardimaou and its 


total cost amounts to 13.7 million DT. [Text] [Tumis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in 
French 4 Dec 80 p 5) 9772 
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IRAN 


MUSLIM STUDENTS INTERVIEWED ON U.S. EMBASSY TAKEOVER 


Tehran SORUSH in Persian 29 Nov 80 pp 22-25, 63 


[Interview with "The Muslim Student Followers of the Imam's Path" in Tehran, date 
not given: “America is a Dead End") 


Se 


fumes What follows are merely the views of our combative Moslem brethren, 
are relating here in view of these beloved persons’ = +A 
vigilance of their great heroic revolutionary action and 
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implementation of this movement and the method of conquering the nest and taking 
the spies hostage. 


What is important and noteworthy in our opinion is the subject of the 
and the motive of bringing such a movement to prominence and displaying it ina 
country which has had a revolution and claims that 

trinal and Islamic. Now, in order to understand the motive in occupying the nest 
and taking these spies hostage, one must say that if we 

ditions prior to the occupation of the 


the 

nation and the leader expected that conditions would become more and more pro- 

pitious with each day and that our revolution would have greater influence in 
of 


Islamic countries and among downtrodden and deprived peoples. In spite this 
expectatian (which is a very positive one and in reality is the basic mission 
of che revolution until the final triumph), and in spite of the hopes of the 
downtrodden nations and the deprived people of the countries of the region and 


the downtrodden countries throughout the world, that is, those who could in some 
of this oc- 


that it was the opposite of expectations and hopes, we can at least in categorical 
and certain form say was different from them, because the temporary government 
had only one course to follow, one alalysis to make and one 
thinking, or in any case a special concept for itself. Por 
of depression and a state of aloofness gradually was created among our young 
people, who were considered the creative passion of this revolution and throughout 
the years bore the heavy, trying burden in our deprived nation of the revolu- 
tion against the bloodthirsty regime dependent on America, especially since our 
aware, Cammitted Moslem young people were exposed to accusations in the univer- 
sities and other envirorments where the revolution had not yet prevailed as it 
could have and should have and a counterrevolutionary wave was observed -— a wave 
which was especially more intense ami powerful in the universities than else- 
where — and they saw no solution but to make a mmble defense. In this sense, our 
young people had two alternatives. They could back and support the acts, conduct, 
and beliefs of the responsible, powerful people of the day everywhere. This 
course was shown to be illogical, because the situation had reached the point 
where one could no longer defend the acts of the government, because the meetings 
with Brzezinski could not be justified at any price or for any reason, and one had 
to realize that if scameone took this position he himself was certainly deviating 
and therefore the officials who had been appointed to mst of the positions in the 
country, such as sensitive positions like the governor generalship of Khuzestan, 
like the command of the navy (responsibility for both of which lay with Madani, 
who prior to that was also the minister of defense of the country), or sameore 
like the hireling Nazih who headed the most important organ ~f the country, that 
is, the oil company, or MogaddamMaraghe'i who went through mary stages before 
setting foot in the Council of Experts, with the influence he acquired and the 
status he acquired from the temporary goverrment, becoming the governor general 











of a sensitive province in this country, or the Entezams and Khosrow (ashqa'is 
and their likes, were an organized, well arranged group of counterrevolutionaires 
in various guises arm! garbs and were active in the sensitive positions in this 
country. There was no justification of any kind for this, and all of us, al- 
though expecting better conditions far the country, became aware that this 
country was getting into worse condition day by day and that the conditions of 
the revolution were growing serious, in the sense that the vi 

porary government and our responsible officials regarding the West and in par- 
ticular America was a vision which bespoke severe psychological weakness re- 
garding America and severe loss of faculties regarding the West and the accept- 
ance of Western criteria and standards. Therefore, the view which was dominant 
regarding America (our number one enemy) was in 100 percent basic conflict with 
the view of the emam and the doctrinal view of the emam, who since 1963 had de- 
termined his categorical stance regarding America and Israel in absolute fashion. 
This conflict posed a question for the people and the youths of this country. One 
must remember that almost 20 years before the emam had planned a nation which was 
anti-colonialist and Islamic, because Islam is against colonialism, and the 
issues in which the emam and the leadership instructed the people of our country 
were that the seedling of anti-Americanism should be sown in their midst, There- 
fore it became a source of intense amazement that the responsible individuals in 
the country should consider themselves weak with respect to America and should 
lose their wits. Why, since the embassy of Israel was shut down (by the orders 
of the emam — otherwise it would not have been), did the embassy of America en- 
joy special immmity? Why did the immmity of this embassy, which was a spy nest, 
became greater day by day? Wasn't America more dangerous than Israel? One must 
ask who the previous satellite regime was connected to, who it took orders fron. 
Wasn't Iran (in the previous regime) considered to be the apple of America's eye? 
Wasn't it true that more than 80 or 90 percent of the dependence in the econanic, 
political and cultural field was on America? Hadn't our nation and our revolu- 
tion determined fram the first day that its slogan would be the fact that the 
Islamic Republic was neither eastern nor western and that America was our arch 
criminal enemy and basic number one enemy? 


So why were the officials acting with the oppressive enemy in this manner in the 
face of tiis great Islamic structure of the Iranian nation? 


Hadn't this Islamic revolution of Lran, in the face of the bloodthirsty regime 
which was dependent on America, given this nation, and the peoples, officials and 
individual persons of this country, the message that if someone wanted to 

stand in the face of a revolution which recognized its enemy and knew who its 
fundamental enemy was, and not allow the people to put their revolutionary feel- 
ings, their state of obstinacy, into action in the face of their enemy, defeat it, 
crush and humble it, he should essentially be abliterated from the pages of time? 


Hasn't it been that in our revolution every group, wing and person who wanted to 
stand against the nation and speak of reconciliation with the regime was obli- 
terated from the pages of this country and revolution and no one dared do so? 


Isn't America more obstinate than the Pahlavi regime? Weren't the calamities 
and hardships which were imposed on our nation throughout these long years 
America's doing? So why must we behave this way with America? Can it be that 














sameone, or a high official ar a government, shauld grapple with this great struc- 
ture of the nation, joke, or take the issue of crushing the enemies of this re- 
volution in jest? Anyone who wants to conciliate and act tolerantly on this 
issue will ineveitably be isolated and will be defeated himself. The temporary 
government followed such a policy vis-a-vis America; basically, it did not consider 
America to be the number one basic enemy, and made an amazing display of weak- 
ness against it, showing panic when we said that our nation was offically at war 
with America. The many blows which America has rained on our nation over these 
years, and in addition that great perverse treatment which America showed our re- 
volution last year, giving the Shah shelter (in order to strenghthen the counter- 
revolutionary activities against this revolution and organize, concentrate and 
rationalize it), in view of the insults which it has shown for the provisions, 
principles and government of this revolution, when we held executions and it 
criticized or made unacceptable interference in this country's activities after 
the triumph -- these all came together and inspired us with the notion (made not 
just us but the entire nation feel this notion) that it was necessary and indeed 
mandatory that we express our ermity toward America in such a manner that America 
would not think that we did not consider it an enemy, that the nation would not, 
God forbid, fall into a negligent sleep, and that this state of negligence would 
not flourish. Therefore, we were following a channel, a solution, a manner where- 
by we would bring our hard fist which took form from our internal cry down on 
America's head and that that powerful flood which expressed the revolutionary 
wrath of this nation should rage in America's face. In addition to that, it was 
the anniversary of 4 November, a holy day in the revolution which entitled the 
inspiration of martyrdom, and on the occasion of that day the emam had given a 
message several days before in which he explicitly declared his ermity to Zionism, 
imperialism and America and gave the students, pupils, people engaged in the learn 
ing process and all groups the order and command to increase and add to their 
attacks on America in order to get the Shah back. This was the path of the emam; 
this very path of the emam caused these pressures and calamities to become crys- 
tallized in such a movement; such a movement occurred for the first time in the 
world, liberating this revolution from the sufferings with which it had become 
seized. 


The temporary government fell, and that was a blessing. The fall of the ten- 
porary goverrmment must certainly be studied 100 percent in connection with the 
occupation of the spy nest, since had the nest not been taken over what need 
would there have been for the goverrment to resign? What reason would there have 
been for it to resign? The temporary government was going its own way, but in 
the face of the takeover of the nest and the great waves of this movement it 
could not make a stand, and the temporary government faced two alternatives — 
either to make a stand, in which case it would have been crushed, or to resign 
honorably and in reality disgracefully, which was the road it chose. There- 
fore this was the philosophy and motive in occupying the spy nest. As to how 
the nest was occupied: 


First, this subject was raised in a limited group and aspects of it were inves- 
tigated. Same days prior to the takeover, the nest was systematically studied in 
its environment along with ways and means for carrying out this act. According 
to the numerous analyses which we made, we thought that the best way to occupy 
and take the spies hostages was to make use of methods which were used during the 
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revolution, that is, the popular method, barehanded popular demonstrations and 
protests. Although we could have gone in armed, that was not our revolutionary 
method; therefore, in a popular situation and in demonstrations, many brothers 
and sisters who were university students ant came from the various faculties to 
which the appeal had been given to ready themselves on such a day and such a date 
for such ane such an activity, came and entered this American embassy, which was 
the spy nest, with this great anger of theirs at the ouickest possible oppor- 
tunity and after about 2 or 2 and a half hours’ fighting and confrontation with 
the armed Americans, they managed, in spite of the fortifications of the embassy, 
to find their way into the center and take hostages at various points. They 
took the hostages and it was after that that the wave of protection by the 


people systemetically began. 


/Question/ On the first day of the commest of the spy nest, what problems did 
you encounter? 


/Answer/ Befare carrying out this operation, we envisioned many problems, a series 
of problems; there were problems in implementation which were solved and during the 
action were successfully eliminated; a series of problems were ones which in view 
of the previous issue which I described were the subject of the temporary govern- 
ment. The problem we had with the temporary govermment on this matter was that 
if the place was taken over and if our actions did not occur with the necessary 
speed, so that we could rapidly convey our message to committed, trustworthy 
sources, authorities, sources of leadership and others, in order to give them 
assurance that people who believed in the revolution and believed and were de- 
voted to the leadership and were not deviationists or counterrevolutionaries had 
gone there, it would raise opposition. This problem was so great that we consi- 
dered that perhaps the temporary government would issue a declaration, for in- 
stance saying "People, go and throw them out since they have made a hostile aca- 
gression against some territory which belongs to another country and according 

to international laws, they do not have the right to do such a thing,” or, for 


that the activity must occur with the requisited speed and that before the tem 
porary government tried to take such steps we had to so to speak drive our nails 
into the necessary places in order to give the necessary assurances, and we gave 
them. This matter was raised and this great problem was eliminatec. Another pro- 
blem we had was the problem of the betrayal of the 
be carried out. We did a great deal of study on the betrayal of our cause, lest 
this matter be betrayed and lest before the action was carried out the security 
measures there would be increased and they would prepare themselves to stifle 
this movement; we made secret contacts and secret meetings and hid the entire 
program until the very hour scheduled; with thanks to God, that was solved and 
eliminated. Another issue which was a problem in this area and if it in reality 
had arisen would have been a blessing was that we thought that those armed 
Americans were amnipote: * and would certainly rise up to oppose this operation, 
draw their weapons and kill a number of our boys. Therefore we prepared ourselves 
for the notion that it was very likely that a number of us would be killed, but 
that was not important — these killed people would be oppressed killed people 
who wanted to make the nature of America clearer to the world and our nation, 
and this in itself was a desirable thing. 
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Therefore, for this reason, we refrained from military measures ané carried 
out this act barehanded, although the likelihood of an armed clash was very 
very great, since we had about 2 hours of fighting, they with live weapons and 
we with slogans and bare hands. 


/Question/ In connection with the entire Iranian people's declaration of sup- 
port for the students following the path of the emam in conquering the spy nest, 
what views do you have? 


/inswer/ This issue of the people's protection of this movement was in rea’ity 
a manifestiation of a state which existed in the depths of their being -- that is, 


we must pay attention to the fact that we observed that our people, as they 
grappled with the regime of the Shah — fram little children which had just 
opened their mouths to old men who had lost the power to and speak — had 


walk 
one thing to say; "death to the Shah” wes their slogan. This “death to the Shah" 
was raised with such scope throughout the nation that it led to triumph If 
we cannot say that America is worse than the Shah's regime, it is at least on a 
level with it, it had this status among our children, our old women and old men 
and peasants, in their being andi the depths of their existence, and this status 
was proclaimed with the takeover of the spy nest. Therefore, when a statement 
is clear and obvious to sameone and he sees from the issue which flows in the 
depth of his being, in this anti-American, hostile and devastating structure -- 
when he perceives that a movement has taken place which can be beautifully ex- 
pressive of his internal conscience — one must take it for granted that he will 
protect it and it is necessary to realize that we should not view his protection 
for this movement as samething which has been imposed on him. The passionate 
and passion-generating young people who came from all over the country to protect 
the movement and with various messages and various comprehensive demonstrations 
showed and are showing wit! all their being this state of theirs in all their 
groups and various bodies, with diverse means, signed in blood, veiling themselves 
in shrouds, with parades before the nest and parades from the farthest corners of 
the country, have declared "death of America," and they have all conveyed the 
statement that America must be annihilated with great, extensive fashion. This 
was the state that existed within the framework of the protection of the occupa- 
tion of the nest and the taking of the hostages. 


/Question/ In the early part of the conquest of the spy nest, foreign journalists 
published contradictory reports throughout the world. What was your opinion about 
these reports? 


/Answer/ How rare are the movements, phenomena and occurvences and events that 
have taken place in the world and so far as I am aware have drawn the attention 
of a people to such an extent, made countries so aware of issues, and drawn so 
many reporters to a country. More than 250 or 300 foreign correspondents cn- 
tered Iran in this regard and this was not a small matter — it was a matter 
which no power and no nation has yet been able to carry out, to stand up to 
america and take a group of people who enjoyed diplomatic immmity in the name of 
diplamats hostage, and in reality take over the territory of a country, that is, 
its embassy (in the words of people who accept the international agreement) ; 

it was a very important matter. The position of a number of journalists, or the 
majority of journalists, vis-a-vis this event, was one of opposition and they 








published hostile material, Why? Because the propaganda trumpets which domi- 
nate the west and America, and the people who run them, are Zionists, an! it is 
natural that these trumpets will not permit this devastating message to reach 

the people. Therefore they present material which is not truthful, refrain fran 
mentioning and publishing material which is real and truthful, and practice cen- 
sorship. This subject generally took this form in the reports of foreign 
correspondents, and it was very rare that they reflecte! the reality. We were 
happy with the few who reflected this news in a rare fashion, since they reiter- 
ated the identity of the movement, and the spirit of the movement based on it, 

ami said that the takeover of the nest was effective, because their saying that the 
nest was taken over was in itself the biqgest publicity and what they said after 
that was not important. This subject showed their hand, or as poople say, a 
group of diplamats became the hostages of the Iranian nation through a revolu- 
tionary movement and this was important to us since this movement itself and these 
very faur words were of the greatest expressiveness. Now let them say whatever 
they want. In reality, the conquest of the nest was not an exploitative move- 
ment, although people have made impertinent accusations regarding every revolution 
anc every movement and these arise fram newsmen themselves, goverrments in power 
and propaganda trumpets wiich are in the hands of Zionists ar! imperialists. 
Their importance has been ascertained and there is no further discussion on it. 


/Question7 Your revolutionary act caused the face of the Islamic revolution to 
assume a new color and its voice to reach the ears of the people of the world. 
How Go you view international political circles’ reoeiption of your act? 


/hnewer] Perhaps the message of the fact that a revolution has taken place in 
Tran and its downtrodden and deprived people have come ani taken change of 
matters and that their government is theirs has not reache’ many nations, be- 
cause of the tyrannical governments they have. This movement has caused the 
massace of the revolution to reach the ears of this nation am! also to present 
America in this connection ws the number one enemy of a nation which wants to 
save itself fram comprehensive dominance by America. For us this has very great 
value. Perhaps we could not have created this publicity in the world for our 
revolution at any price, at any cost or by any means. This movement caused the 
revolution to be shown to the world and introduced America as the enemy of 
deprived peoples. Mearwhile, this movement has given a new face to our revolu- 
tion, as it has declare? a matter domestically and abroad, to wit, that it was 
not with the denerture of the Shah's regime that the work of our revolution ended 
and that the revolution came to an end but rather gave this message to the nations, 
and also declared the point to our own nation, that we are faced with an enemy 
that is more obturate than the Pahlavi regime, that is the general enemy of our 
revolution, that is committing constant, unremitting conspiracies and intrigues 
to eliminate this revolution, and that enemy is America. 


The tyran.ical superpowers of the east ani west do not want an’ will not allow our 
revolution to progress, but they have acted in blindness, because they can no 
longer stop this revolution, which is coursing, surging; ari flowing in the hearts 
of pure people ari deprived nations, becaure, whether they like it or not, this 
state develops within deprived nations and peoples ("they want to extinguish 
God's light with their mouths but God fulfils his light thouth the infidels my 
hate it"). Whether they like it or not, this divine essence becomes perforce 














more apmarent in the movement of these deprived people and 
itself becomes the determinant of their own destiny. This is a 100 percent in- 
@vitable law of creation. Therefore, fran the standpoint of peoples ani fran 
the standpoint of political circles, it is Clear that must realize that 
none of these political and non-political circles — and a 
ments which have a political attitude but do not have a doctrinal attitude -- which 
are 4 mental situation, on the one hand, and international circles, circles de- 
pendent on the superpowers of the east and west and imperialistic and Zionistic 
circles which take a starcd opposed to this revolution an the other hani, have been 
able, because of their political non-<loctrinal attitules and also because of their 
basic fundamental contradiction with this revolution, to analyze this matter and 
to realize that it is possible for a nation, with all its weaknesses, al) its mis- 
fartunes and all its ruinous problems, to stand up to a tyrannical superpower an‘ 
say “I want you not to exist, or to be annihilated.” This is sanething they 
could not perceive, and cannot perceive. However, our nation has ired the 
world with this notion and given life to the hope that, in spite of all problems, 
if people perform the divine , God will be their helper ani will allow then 
to triumph, and is superior to all powers. Therefore, it was natural that poli- 
tical circles because of that erroneous platform they possess, which does not 

to what is right, would take a position opposed to us. 
countries which have supported us have been very rare, almost not worth mention- 
ing. Those that have supported us ard helped us, have t good news to us 
have offered support for us 
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INVASION OF LRAQ CONSIDERED ‘INDIRECT ATTACK’ BY U.S. 
Tehran MARDOM in Persian 3 Dec 80 pp 1, 7 


[Text] Now, it can be said with great pleasure that all top ranking officials in 
charge of the lelamic Republic of Iran pursuant to correct evaluation by Imam 
Khomeyni, the leader of the revolution and the founder of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran and also based on undeniable facts, have reached the correct conclusion that 
the aggressive war by Saddam's gang against Iran ie in fact the U.S. war against 
the Islamic Republic of Iran. 


To prove this fact several reasons may be mentioned including: 


U.S. support of the Saddam's regime; support of Saddam's regime by the U.S. puppet 
regimes in the area, particularly Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Jordan and Oman; Saudi 
Arabia's actio.. of assigning its harbors to Saddam's regime; dispatch of Awaces 
planes by U.S. to Egypt; U.S. efforts for the creation of a military alliance 
among regional reactionary governments under U.S. domination; supplying Iraq's 
army with weapons through France; concentration of sore than 60 U.S., British, 
and French warships in the western part of the Indian Ocean and Persian Gulf; 
continuous etrength of the U.S. military presence in Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Oman 
and other countries under U.S. domination; provocative preparations in the Iranian 
provinces of Sistan and Baluchestan through the puppet regime of the Zia-ul-Haq 
for the purpose of attracting our forces to this “new front” and thereby weakening 
the resistance source of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the war fronts with 
Saddam's regime, etc. All of these operations clearly show that we are in fact 
fighting with the U.S. not with Saddam. These facts also demonstrate how the U.S. 
in addition to its present involvement in Saddam's invasion is bearing further 
plots in mind. 


The purpose behind Saddam's American military invasion as is evident and known to 
us, was the “sudden” overthrow of the Islamic Republic of Iran or at least the 
creation of a “free American Government,” in an occupied part of our country, to 
be used as an “officially recognized” base by the United States and its puppet 
regimes for defeating the revolution and the Islamic Republic of Iran. This plot 
was completely defeated because of the unity and the revwolucionary enthusiasm and 
brave resistance of our heroic people and armed forces including the army and 
revolutionary guard. 


However, the U.S. has not been decisively defeated yet, its “reserve forces” still 
remain. Even after defeating Saddam's American aggression and repulsing his 





ageressor army beyond the Iraq's border, etill we will not have reached a final 
and decisive victory over the U.§., 


The fact which must be deeply and perfectly understood is that the United States 
will not “easily” give up on us, and inorder to recover Iran, this “lost heaven” 
the U.S. will commit conspiracy after conspiracy, will employ all possible means, 
and after these conspiracies and indirect aggressions are thwarted, the United 
States will possibly invoke an insane direct military attack. Such a possibility 
should never be discounted. Therefore the issue is not defeating Saddam's American 
ageression and gaining victory in thie imposed war, thie victory will be achieved. 
The main issue is that we have to prepare ourselves for a long and vital war with 
the criminal U.S. and utilize the present war forced upon us by the United States 
through Saddam as an experimental tool for analyzing our utmost preparation in 

ail aspects, including military, masse arming, economic; internal strength (clea.ing 
up the country from both notorious and asked counterrevolutionaries); and strength- 
ening the power of the people. 


The chairman of Iran's Ielamic Consultative Assembly, Hojjatoleslam Hashemi 
Rafsanjani in an interview with AL-SAFIR, a Beirut newspaper has said: “In the 
present war we have proved that our power and bravery is no less than that of the 
people of Vietnam and today the United States is not as powerful as when it was 
present in Vietnam.” 


This is a correct statement. We have no less power and courage than the people of 
Vietnam. We, like the people of Vietnam, are fighting the aggressor for the 
purpose of defending our revolution, our freedom and our territorial integrity. 
Our war against the cruel and barbarian aggression is a just one. Our resistance 
power is no less than that of Vietnam; it is even more. We have a vast country 
with great resources of wealth, with a population over 35 million which has its 
revolutionary power tested by overthrowing the former rich and oppressive regime. 
We have a better geographical situation than Vietnam. We have friends on the 
international level, such as Vietnam, a large front consisting of anti-imperialist 
countries and forces of the world who support the revolution and the Islamic 
Republic of Iran and its present power is to the extent that in comparison, imperi- 
aliem led by the U.S. and all its gang of puppet regimes is weaker than at the 
time of the invasion of Vietnas. 


Therefore several questions are set forth, each one having a distinct answer: 


Can Saddam's American aggressive war which so far has been defeated in its purpose 
(overthrowing the revolution and the Islamic Republic of Iran) continue for a long 
time? 


Response is positive, because this is an indirect attack by the United States and 
in order to prevent Saddam's final military defeat the United States will use its 
regional reserve forces. 


Ie U.S. defeat in such condition possible? 


Yes it is possible, not only possible, but it is definite, because in return we 
can use our domestic reserve forces and if needed we can obtain necessary assistance 
in every respect from our allies. 








Will the U.S. invoke direct attack after euch defeat? 


Thie possibility existe and it should not be discounted. Preparation in every 
reepect must be made to confront such possibility if it becomes a reality. 


In case of direct attack, will the U.S. be defeated? 


Yes it will, because we are no less than the people of Vietnam, and since the 
Vietnam war the balance of power in the international arena has changed, to the 
detriment of imperialiem led by the United States and such balance has considerably 
increased in favor of the anti-imperialiet front. The United States is weaker 

now than during the Vietnam war and the conditions now compared with those at the 
time of Vietnam are more favorable in many respects. Therefore we will be involved 
in a long war with the United States but the decisive victory will be ours. Our 
revolution, our people and the Ielamic Republic of Iran will be passing over a 


rough road, but under the leadership of Imam Khomeyni, final and decisive victory 
will be achieved. 
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TEHRAN RADIO CAMPAIGN SEEN AIMED AT IRAQI, GULF SHI'ITES 
Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 5 Jan 81 p 94 


{[Arcticle: "Straight Down to Hell--Radio Tehran Is Conducting a Propaganda War 
Full of Mythe With Iraq, Furnishing Material for Colorful Tales in the Bazaars") 


[Text] Only every now and then, a car is rolling along the asphalt roads of the 
Gulf state of Bahrain, the meticulously clean supermarkets and the Manama bazaar 
are shut, and nothing is going on in the harbor either. Instead of stowing Ital- 
ian refrigerators and color television sete made in Japan, the crews of the 
coastal ships have stopped for a cup of coffee in one of the cafes. 


There the customers in the midday heat repeat verbosely the material put together 
daily by Radio Tehran for the Arabs living along the Gulf--a potpourri of propaganda 
full of myths about the war with Iraq. 


The broadcasts are tailored for listeners of the Shi'ite faith--extremely devout 
people with a weakness for Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeyni, such as live in the loam 
huts of rural Iraq, for example. In addition, however, the Shi'ites in Bahrain, 
Kuwait and Abu Dhabi and those praying with their faces turned toward Mecca on 
Saudi sand are among the people for whom the Tehran front reports are intended. 
These depict stirring battles between good and evil, describing the efforts of the 
defenders over the air like this: “Iranian martyr's blood is flowing in order to 
flush out the dark forces of an. infidel regime." 





Heaven repays such efforts. “It was a miracle,” listeners are told by an Iranian 
Phantom pilot; “providence is preventing our planes from falling victim to atheist 
missiles.” 


What had happened? As reported by the alleged Phantom man, “several SAM's" fired 
by Iraqis “collided in flight" instead of tearing apart his jet fighter plane. 


His listeners believe him, for myths, religiousness and raptures, turned into 
fairy tales in Arabia from time immemorial, are far more effective on the oil and 
desert coasts than are the meager military communiqees. 


Even the earth, in the imagination of the Gulf Shi'ites, will take the side of 
the Iranian defenders. Iraqi MIG's, one coffee drinker tells in Bahrain, burst 
on hitting a mountain which had suddenly humped up on the Iranian border. That 
day, according to Radio Tehran, no target in the interior of the country had been 
hit by bombs from the air. 
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Tanke of the “infidel ruler of Iraq, Saddam Hussein," according to another radio 
listener, would "fall etraight down to hell"=-devoured by crevasses in the earth's 
crust opening up suddenly before the monsters. 


Unlike the gullible bazaar frequenters, the educated elite in the Gulf states gives 
rein to ite power-political imagination. According to a commentary by THE NEW YORK 
TIMES correspondent Youssef M. Ibrahim, nothing in the Iraqi-Iranian conflict is 
happening “that is not connected with some fancy conspiracy." 


The three favorite conspiracy theories were enumerated by [brahim after a party 


in Kuwait attended by dissidents of the Iraqi Baath Party, Kuwaiti intellectuals 
and also Palestinians. 


The first conspiracy: It was the United States that chose Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein to be the new gendarme for the ofl] countries on the Gulf. After the war 
with Iran, the Iraqi would shamelessly end his relations with the Soviets and then 
conclude a pact with the West. 


The second speculation, which sounds peculiar, says that the Americans and the Rus- 
sians had secretly agreed to divide the region on the Gulf among themselves--but 
not before Iraq and Iran had bled to death. 


Ayatollah Khomeyni is the focal point of the third, most bizarre, version. It 
says the Americans had built him up after the fall of the shah in order constantly 
to frighten the other Gulf states with the import of revolution. This would then 
make them cling all the more obediently to Washington. "We all know that Khomeyni 
is Carter's man," Ibrahim quotes someone telling hin. 
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‘LIBERALS’ REPORTED MOUNTING OPPOSITION TO TRADITIONALISTS 
Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 20 Dec 80 p 5 


[Article by Wolfgang Guenter Lerch: "Unrest Is Growing in Iran's Cities--Violent . 
Encounters Between ‘Liberals’ and Traditionalists"] 


[Text] Frankfurt, 19 Dec--In addition to clashes between followers of popularly 
elected Iranian president Bani-Sadr and members of Prime Minister Radjai's party 
with the "Islamic Republican Party (IRP)" in Qum and Mashhad, violent confrontations 
have occurred in Isfahan between adherents of the two mainstays of the Iranian rev- 
olution. According to correspondents’ reports from Tehran and Beirut, a well- 

known associate of the president, Sheik Ali Tehrani, was prevented from making a 
speech by religious fanatics in that industrial city situated 500 km south of the 
capital. Many were injured in the resulting violence. "Disagreements" between tra- 
ditionalists and "liberals" had previously occurred in Isfahan on several occasions. 


The fact that violent confrontations are occuring, especially in Iran's two “holy 
cities," Qum and Mashhad, is an indication that the Islam-based solidarity of 
Iranian revolutionaries is beginning to decay and that unrest among the people is 
more widespread than had previously been thought. In Mashhed, resting place of 

the eighth Imam of the Shiites, Ali Reza, as well as in Qum, where his canonized 
sister Fateme is buried, pictures of the leader of the revolution, Ayatollah Kbomeyni 
and of his designated successor, Ayatollah Montazeri, were torn up and trampled upon 
during the demonstrations. Khomeyni thereupon prohibited all demonstrations planned 
for the next few days. According to well informed observers, the activities of the 
two feuding parties have been steadily increasing in militancy. 


According to reports from Tehran, bazaar merchants in the southern suburb of Rei 

have closed their shops as a sign of solidarity with president Bani-Sadr. In 
downtown Tehran, the bazaar merchants marched in protest against disparaging remarks 
about Bani-Sadr by a member of parliament. Almost 2 years ago, the protests and 
dissatisfaction among Persian Bazaar merchants had markedly contributed to the shah's 
overthrow. 


The leader of the “Islamic Republican Party," Ayatollah Mohammad Behesti, keeps 
emphasizing that he and his followers, who dominate the parliament, would defeat 

any attempt at separating politics and government or to deviate from religious pre- 
cepts by one iota. However, the “liberals” in the president's camp, many Western- 
educated intellectuals, as well as groups of the radical left, want a state in which 
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not every single decision is made on the basis of Islamic rules, though not one of 
complete secularization. More and more Llranians appear to recognize that radical 
Ielamization, hatred of foreigners, religious fanaticism and the incompetence of 
the mullahs and their nonclerical collaborators have brought the country into a 
situation which is becoming increasingly difficult to handle. Travelers report 
that dissatisfaction is on the increase, especially in the capital of Tehran. 


Added to this is the total preoccupation of the government and the religious lLead- 
ership with the chaos caused by the war. The "libe:als," disenfranchised since the 
resignation of the first postrevolution head of government, Bazargan, see an oppor- 
tunity for themselves in this. Also, a considerable part of the armed forces, among 
them the Revolutionary Guards (Pazdaran), is tied up in the battle against the 
Iraqis in the oil-rich province of Khuzestan. 


It is unlikely that the regime of the mullahs will fall in the near future. The 
bulk of the Iranian rural population and the “lumpen proletariate" still remain 
loyal to the leader of their revolution, whom they consider practically a saint. 
Still, during the past few days the Ayatollah Khomeyni, disturbed by events on the 
homefront, was forced twice to make urgent appeals to the public for the preserva- 
tion of unity. More than ever before, only he seems able to provide “revolutionary 
solidarity" at this moment. But the Ayatollah Khomeyni is a sick man. 
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DEPUTY MINISTER OPTIMISTIC ABOUT ECONOMY 
Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 20 Dec 80 p 2 


(Text) 
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FOREIGN GUESTS CALLED ON TO RESPECT MUSLIM CUSTOMS 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 21 Dec 80 p 2 


(Editorial: 


(Excerpts ] 


"Our Guests in Iran") 


If as wwe that we musi not insist that all foreigners abandon 
thew customs and rights and adopt the same hue as ours, then it 
is also true that foreigner: residing in Iran, specially those 
workin? in the foreign embassies, must ai least observe the 
ethics oni customs of our Islamic Revolution. They (foreigners ) 
are t emember that when Iranian guests are among them, they 
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their views should ma be put on paper, conduct themselves in 
such @ manner, that we have to ask ourselves whether we are in 
the Islaruc Republic .of Iran or the Shahanshahi regime of Iran. 
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IRAN 


ARMED FORCES BACK CLERICAL RULE 
Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 20 Dec 80 p 2 


[Text] Tehran, Dec 18 (PARS)--The Headquarters of the Joint Staff Command of the 
Iranian Armed Forces warned that it would not tolerate the least possible insult to 
the holy rank of Vilayat-e Faqih, in a communique issued here, reported Pars News 
Agency. 


The communique further says that the Iranian Armed Forces, as well as the Iranian 
nation, have recognized their real well-wishers and they will frustrate with 
complete alertness any foreign diabolic and sinister design against Islam which 


has appeared in the form of an instigation to struggle against the religious com- 
munity. 


"The ominous designs and attacks of the imperialists are continuously in progress 
after the success of the Islamic Revolution of Iran, They intend to jeopardize the 
very existence of the Islamic Revolution through their open and secret plots but 
the plots of these ill-started conspirators and their agents have always been 
foiled because of the unity and alertness of the Iranian nation. It is added that, 
in the long Islamic history, the religious community and the Islamic school, the 
emancipator of man, have always inflicted heavy blows on the criminal imperialists." 


"They are hatching nev plots to break the unity and integrity of the Iranian Armed 
Forces, the religious community and the Iranian nation. And now because of their 
insolent thinking, they are hatching a plot to insult the holy rank," warned the 
communique, 
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CENTRAL BANK FINANCES GOVERNMENT ORGANS 


Tehran KAYWAN INTERNATIONAL in English 20 Dec 80 p 2 


(Text) 
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IMPORTANCE OF FRIDAY PRAYER STRESSED 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 27 Dec 80 p 2 


"Friday Prayer") 


(Editorial: 


(Excerpt) 
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ISLAMIC CONCEPT OF KNOWLEDGE EXPLAINED 


Tehran KAYHAN LNTERMATIONAL in English 20 Dec 80 p 2 


"Islam and Knowledge") 


(Editorial: 


(Excerpt) 
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SHIRAZ TELEVISION SERVICE--Esteemed listeners, as of tomorrow, following the 
widespread efforts of the employees of the various departments of the Voice and 
Vision of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Shiraz Center, we will have an inde- 
pendent television program period. This will be broadcast on Fridays from 0730 
[0400 GMT]. (?We) have tried to include programs to suit various groups in this 
Friday morning program. We hope the first program, beginning at 0730 tomorrow 
on the Vision of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Shiraz Center, will attract your 
a [Text] [GFO82041 Shiraz Domestic Service in Persian 1500 GMT 

8 Jan 81 


SHIRAZ COMPLAINT DEPARTMENT--Ayatollah Dastgheyb, the Shiraz Friday imam, has 
announced formation of a complaint department in Shiraz to deal with any com 
plaints against government agencies, as decreed by Imam Khomeyni. ([GF121.24 Shiraz 
Domestic Service in Persian 1530 GMT 12 Jan 81 GF] 


ACCORDS WITH NEW ZEALAND--According to a PARS NEWS AGENCY report New Zealand's 
charge d'affaires in Tehran today met and conferred with Mohammad Salamati, the 
minister of agriculture and rural development, at the latter's office. In the 
course of this evening topics concerning accords signed between the two coun- 
tries and port facilities for goods which will be shipped from New Zealand to 
Iran were discussed. [Text] [LD101800 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 

1630 GMT 10 Jan 81) 
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[Article by Moshe Sharon, senior lecturer in history of the Islamic peoples at 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 5 Dec 80 p 12 
the Hebrew University: 


AUTONOMY POSITION SAID OPPOSITE THAT OF EGYPT 


[Text } 
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ISRAEL 


WEST BANK, PLO POSITION ON AUTONOMY ANALYZED 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 5 Dec 80 p 12 


[Article by Menahem Milson, head of the Institute of Asian and African Studies 
at the Hebrew University: "Why the PLO Won't Talk") 


[Text } 


VETER THE Camp David accords 
and even before they were ugned 
~ the participants expected Palest:- 
mars in the ony a 
to pun the — etpec- 
tates were focused on the West 
Bank mayors who were PLO cup 
ters, and on Gara Mayor 
Shaw wa 
Those hopes were not realised. 
but « might be imsiructive to et 
amine the political assumptions on 
which they were bused 
In the imterests of accuracy aod 
fairness, ut should be noted that. in 
regard to the West Bunk. the Egyp- 
tans based their assessments on 
those of the other two partecipants 
im the agreements — the US and 
Ieruel. 
ht was believed that the PLO 
would permit ts supporters in the 
territones — the mumcipal leaders 
— tw take part in the talks. And u 
was assumed that the West Bank 
mayors would pressure the PLO 
leadership in Beirul to allow them 
to join the talks in order to put an 
end to Israch rule in the terrmiones 
and increase the chances of 
esgblishing a Palestinian state 
But « didn't turn out that way. 
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The distinction some terucln 
make between PLO funds and funds 
from Arab tutes is simply self: 
deveption, with no basa in feulity 

The belief thal the source of the 
funds is Mot Important 1s equally un- 
realiaiw “Who cares if PLO money 
builds whools and factones,” wre 
say, “as long us they aren '( arms fac- 
tones.” That's either aafwre or 
irresponsibiliy, The money @ nut 
given without strings [1 1s intended 
us af instrument of litical 
sabotage The PLO uses the finan- 
cwl power the Arab stutes have 
given it to undermine the peace 
agreement 

The other means of control is 
terror, intellectual and physical 
Tyre-shashing, car-burning and 
winduw-smashing make the (hreats 
real. For those refuse to bow to 
imumidation, there is the ullemate 
mairument of control — elimina- 
tion. Like the murder of 
Sheikh Hashem Huzendar in Gaza 
in June 1979. As it happens, the 
murder failed to pul an end to sup- 
port for the peace initiative A few 
months ago. Abu Mazen — 
Mahmoud Rida Abbas, of the Fatah 
central committee and «a 

“moderate.” — wid the PLO “must 
use all its power lo prevent 
for autonomy Gaza 
resdems from arengin® 

And how does the PLO use “all 
its power’ We had a reminder 
recently, when the deputy head of 
the Jabulya council, Mohammed 
Abu W was murdered And 
before him. another five men were 
killed That's the way the PLO 


for real public 
or the accords im the 
terriivties ure sim as long as the 
PLO keep: up its paywils and 
Punishments 
Tueing the PLO line is motivated 
by 4 combination of reasons some 
people have an deviogical commit. 
ment to the various PLO stands (the 


Aralat lime, the Hubush line, ete.). 
in such causes, the funds ure used to 
sirengihen this We Others have u 
Pragmatic functional approach, and 
ihe Combination of bribery and in- 
Limidation brings them to heel. 


ALL THIS explains how the PLO 
munaged to consolidate ils wand in 
the terrtones and maintain its con- 
trol. The neat question is the 
PLO has totally reyecied the Camp 
David accords 

it i ah important question 
because for years ii has been con- 
ventional wisdom in the West, that 
the Fatah leade was willing to 
accept the idea of a Palestinian state 
adjacent to the State of Israel, even 
though Fatah had never explicitly 
declared such 4 postion. 

Furthermore, Egypt's stand, 
which includes the demand a 
isracl: withdrawal to the 1967 bor 
ders and the right of self. 
determination for the Palestinians, 
was supposedly based on the same 
view 

So, why has the -y totally 
refused to partici in the 
auionomy talks’ A ioe do the 
PLO leaders themselves explain 
their total reyection of Camp David? 

The primary reason is that the 
Camp David accords are based on 
recognition of Israel Farouk Kad- 
doum. head of the PLO political 
depariment told a Palestinian 
— congress in Basle in May 

“Sadat's view ruined the peace ef- 
forts because i meant recognitian 
of tera!” 

In an interview with the PLO 


paper Felastin a-Thawre on. 


November 4, 1980. Arafat said. 

“The day | saw Sedat land at Lod 
Airport to grant the qnemy what no 
Zionist ever dreamed of — that was 
the worm day of my life.” 

And the mayor of Ramallah. 
Karim Khalaf, saxd al a Congress in 
Nablus “Sadat is the second 
Balfour” That i, the man who 
gives imternational recognition to 
Isruel’s leguimate status. 

Khaled Hassan. a member of the 
PLO Executive, who went to 
Europe a few months ago to present 
a more flexible and “moderate” 
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PLO stand, showed just what the 
limuts of that Meaibiluy and modera- 
won are “If the Europeans claim 
that they're our friends and talk to 
us about altering the Palestinian 
Convention and recogn lerwel, 
then there's no difference between 


| them and the Americans... 


“We —_ nt clear to them,” 
Hassan ¢ ns, “that all a 
to do is help us establish the 
nan sate ‘after that will come the 


AND HERE we reach another 
poimt that the PLO is not willing to 
concede — their might of return. 
This demand is an absolute one and 


ve 
accepting (his consolation, 
Abu Mazen said in Al-Rai (Sep- 


to take the compensation and give 
up the return.” (We can assume that 
the PLO would indeed see to that, 
with the same methods it uses to 
have its way in the West Bank now). 

Another reason for the PLO's 


<denunciation of Camp David 


ms that « does not recognize 
the unity of the “yn J 
The wccords clan 

ignore the problem of “the Palesti- 
nrans in the parts of Palestine which 
were conquered in 1948" — that as, 
Israel: Arabs. 

The constant repetition of this 
motif is another clear indication 
that the PLO is bent on the destruc- 
tion of Israel. 


IT MUST BE ADMITTED that the 
PLO usually speaks not of 
destroying Israel, but of destroying 
the Zionist entity. There should be 
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no mistake, however, about their 
imtentions. 

In an interview Abu lyad recently 
ave (0 an American journalist, 
he suid that even after the PLO 
establishes a state in part of 
Palestine, it will continue to struggle 
for the unification of all of 
Palestine. Nor, he said, will the 


siruggle consist only of political ef- 
forts 


May Sayegh, secretary of 
the PLO Women's Councl wold the 
same interviewer. “Our goal is the 
total liberation of Palestine. Any 
Palestinian who wants less is a 
traitor!’ (The Jerusalem Post, 
November 27, 1980). 

Within the PLO there is bitter 
debate. But it is interesting to note 
that despite the conflict and the re- 
jectionists’ criticism of Fatah, 
nowhere do they accuse Fatah and 
Arafat of betraying their goal — the 
Injuidation of Israel, perhaps by 
using political means in addition to 
terror. 

According to Mahmoud Labadi 
in atJomhour, (October 3, 1980): 
“We must not forget that every 
political achievement opens new 
horizons for the military alter- 


WHAT CAN WE expect’ As om 
as the PLO continues to use bribery 
and intimidation in the territories. 
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Israel cannot develop a dialogue 
there. Bui can we counter the use of 
terror and cash? Can we create con- 
dit'uns for political activity in the 
territories bused on recognition of 
Israel” 

| recall former Egyptian premier 
Mustapha Khalil's advice to Israel: 
“Allow the establishment of 
political parties in the territories, on 
three conditions — that they 


activity in the territories, out of a 


yal t ’ 
That shows 














ISRAEL 


INVESTMENT IN COMMODi-TES FUTURES RISES 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 8 Dec 80 p 8 


"Popularity of Commodity Futures”) 


[Article by Macabee Dean: 
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ISRAEL 


NEW CHIEF RABBINATE COUNCIL TAKES OFFICE 





Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 23 Dec 80 p 3 


[Article by Judy Siegel] 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


JERUSALEM HOUSING PROJECT-- Tel Aviv--The Israel Lands Administration has ear- 
marked 490 dunams for a new Jewish housing development northwest of Jerusalem. 
Part of the land was purchased from West Bank Arabs two to three years ago. 

The development is to rise at Har Shmuel, near Nebi Samwil. It is planned to 
strengthen Jewish presence around the capital linking Ramot, some two kilometres 
to the southeast, with Giv'on about the same distance to the northwest. The plan 
still requires approval by other government authorities. According to the plan, 
some 500 plots will be leased to people who want to build their own houses. 
Another 150 units will be provided in high-rise buildings. Fifteen dunams have 
been earmarked for "a public institution," and an official at the Lands Adminis- 
tration said it may be the Israel Radio studios. Part of the land had been 
purchased by Jews before the state was established. Hemanuta, a Jewish National 
Fund subsidiary, bought it from them. It extended the area by buying land from 
Arabs in the past three years, an authoritative source said. [By Joshua 
Brilliant] [Text] [Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 15 Dec 80 p 1] 
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LIBYA 


AL QADHDHAFT'S INTERVENTION IN GHAD STIRS FEAR, ANGER 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 14 Nov 80 p 27 





“Another Beirut in the Deserts of Chad!"/ 
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and advised President Giscard 
involved in a military situation against 
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of the region which the latter conmidered Libyan territory that 


had wrested fran the motherland an! incorporated into Chad, 


ile 


5 Hy 292342 





5,000 


The issue returned to a boil internationally, especially in the African countries 


adjoining Chad which Lie to its east and west. 
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on a supposition Senghor raised, which 
after Libya had amassed its forces in Ouzou and part of 
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Many events followed in succession last week, On Tuesday (4 December 1980), a 
plane landed at Tripoli airport which was supposed to have been carrying the 
Libyan president. However, he was not on the airplane. There were numerous 
conjectures that he was in seclusion as usual, restudying domestic, Arab and in- 
ternational conditions, in order to take decisions which would cause sensations 
ard make complications. Mo er, it became apparent that Col al-Oadhdhafi had 
sudienly decided to go to the .cm of Paya-Largo in northern Chad and there in- 
spect the Libyan forces he had sent to help suppress Hissein Nabre's revolu- 
tion. 


Also last week Goukouni held a press conference in Libya in which he said that 
the increased Libyan arms and soldiers had given him the opportunity to win a 

crushing victory over his opponents after months of fighting. Goukouni acknow- 
ledged Libya's graciousness in continuously aiding him and said that these arms 
would decide the situation in favor of his forces. 


The African countries concerned were not silent about the Libyan intervention, 
Cameroon, Chad's western neighbor, began attacking Col al-Oadhhafi arn! said that 
his forces had taken over the town of Faya-Largo while other Libyan forces moved 
to the capital to consolidate the defenses in its northern section. 


African news that Libyan Tupolev-22 fighters had bambed the town of Faya-Largo 


and Hissein Habre's positions in the southern section of the capital reached the 
French capital. 


France was not silent. It repeated the refrain of protecting the Christians in 
the south, although the leader of the revolution is now a Moslem, as is the pre- 
sident, and had previously fought the Christians in the south. 


Senegal sent 400 troops to the nation of Gambia to protect its govermment from a 
coup attempt which Libya was said to be supporting! President Senghor, who re- 

turned from Paris calling for an emergency Organization of African Unity meeting, 
said that Libya wanted to establish a federal belt along the Sahara extending 


fram Chad to Niger, Mali, Senegal and Gambia, and a few Gays ago Senghor broke 
off diplamatic relations with Libya. 


Where does Libya want to carry this crisis? 


It is probable, as observers say, that Col al-—Oadhdhafi wants to make a test of 
strength with Prance! Paris considers itself the protector of the independence 
of its former French colonies, while Col al-Oadhdhafi considers the Sahara a 
geographic and strategic extension of Libya's aspirations to African unity north 
of the Sahara. 


The strangest thing about the Chad civil war is that the parties to it change but 
its goal remains the same and does not shift — domination of the uranium and 
natural resources of the Sahara. 


Libya has helped both parties to the struggle at one stage of the civil war, then 
stood against the party which France supported, then resumed supporting the legi- 
timate authorities after helping the former revolutionaries overthrow the legi- 
timate authorities! 
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LIBYA 


The Americans Anticipate a War Soon between 


Gets Ready: 
the advertisement was written — in particular the invitation 
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for the sake of African adventures ( 


Hie fa 


pitle Ie 





Egyptian borders as a justification for Libyan preparations, However, the ques- 
tion which military circles raise in Burope is, is al-Oathdhafi preparing for 
an attack on Egypt or does he expect an attack fran Egypt? In other words, are 
the Libyan preparations underway now defensive or offensive? 


The matter does not stop with official advertisements seeking Arab military 
volunteers. French papers have mentioned that Italy French arms for 
Se SS Coe © Cae sey Cae 2 ae oS ta, describing this 
as “the scandal of the century in Ram.” This news stated that Italy bought 
Libyan oil at a price below that stipulated by the Organization of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (GPEC) in exchange for Prench-manufactured arms. The French 
papers that carried the news said that the value of these transactions, which 
ocourred between 1976 and 1979, came to about $2 billion an! perfape more. 


This case, which is poisoning current political life in Italy is expected to have 
an effect on Christian Democratic Party leadership, has led to arrests an’ deten- 
tions in the ranks of many military persons and senior officials who are waiting 
for the end of the investigation which, it is said, “will, in the event it is 
published in full, have international repercussions." The miticate that 
Brother Dom Mintoff, the premier of Malta, has a hand in the affair. 











However, American indicate that Egypt is al-Qadhdhafi's main fear and that 
he still has dread forebodings of an Egyptian attack against him at any moment. 
Included in these reports is one published by the managize THE NEW 

written by Armaud de Pb. Ay yh Fay FY OE 
respondent, and Michael Ledeen, exmcutive editor of the magazine THE 
QUARTERLY. This report said that one of the most important motives behind Libya's 
relations with Billy Carter, brother of President Carter, was to put pressure on 
the Egyptian president, Anwar al-Sadat, to prevent him from launching a military 
action against al-Oadhdhafi's regime. The two American journalists De 

amd Ledeen say that President Carter intervened at least once with al-—Sadat to stop 
Egyptian efforts against al-Oadhdhafi. 


The report stated that relations between Billy Carter ani al-Qadhdhafi were es- 
tablished at the outset through the mediation of an Italian named Michael Baba 
working with Libyans in Sicily. In Rome he has been accuwed of i B sever 
Sicily fran Italy. This man's star shone when he became president of the 
Sicilian Friendship Association amd through his association functioned as a 
public relations man between the Libyans and Italian and foreign journalists, as 
well as some Italian and foreign politican figures. 








‘ 


The report says that Bab's links with Billy Carter were forged throwgh an American 
businesaman of Italian origin named Mario Linanza who had business relations with 
the Carter family and went to Catania, Sicily, to spend a vacation in summer 1977; 
Baba got in touch with him and he gave Billy Carter an invitation to Libya in the 
name of the Arab-Sicilian Friendship Association. 


The report based the story related to Carter's intervention with al-Sadat to pre- 
vent an Egyptian military operation against Libya toward the end of last year on 
official Egyptian and European information whose gist was that there were Libyan 
attempts to assassinate President al-Sailat or cause a coup in Egypt. 











However, Carter's 





Perhaps Carter is afraid that Egqyptian-Libyan 


conflict would lead to direct Soviet intervention in North Africa 





The two writers of the report justify and 4 not rule out al-Gadat's determination 
for a Libyan adventure saying "In the Light of current circumstances, al-Gadat's 


decision to eliminate al-Qadhdhaf's regime is understandable. 
intervention to prevent al-Sadat fram doing this might not necessarily be due to 


Carter's devotion to al-—Oadhdhafi. 


to heed the considerations which, 


aili 


who has been damaged by Carter's defeat and that may 
his previous plan to contuct a military action against 


is 





In the framework of this analysis, observers in Washington believe that al- 


bid 


getting out, 





and 
same 


‘s 
context as Libyan intervention in Uganda alongside Idi Amin — with an important 


the 


on in the Chad war serious 
of power in it. They place it in 
distinction, which is that there are land borders between Libya and Chad that 
facilitate the movement of troops and supplies. However, these sources see in 
the swelling Libyan intervention in Chad a Libyan attempt to bargain with France 
in Central Africa so that al-—Oadhdhafi can obtain France's support elsewhere. 


European sources dp not view L 
see no element disrupting the 
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PROGRESS IN INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT REPORTED 


Valletta THE JAMAHIRIYA MAIL in English 6 Dec 80 p 8 
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in contrast to other deve- 
loping and 3rd World states 
Libya has not allowed its in- 
dustna objectives to deflect 


permitting giant foreign. 
owned companies to deter- 
frene and dictate its econo- 





mc prorntes Libya hag re- 
solute'y shunned this con- 
ventional option by insisting 
on the gradual diveruifica- 
ton of its presently petro- 
leum-Desed economy and 
its uncompromising com. 
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specifically Arab country, 
Libya has embarked = since 
the revoiution ona Sustain. 


exploitation of its indigen- 
ous resources and the effi- 
cent ut ‘eetion of its do- 
mestic skille and expertise 
thereby by passing foreign 








domination of the economy. 
To maximise its productivity 
and reflecting the cardinal 
characteristic of the Al Fa- 
teh Revolution, dec.sion 
making in industry, like all 
other spheres of |.fe, 1s vest- 
ed in the people and the 
profits accruing from econo- 
m.c enterprise are shared 
amongst the people. 

in terms of orthodox eco- 
nomic planning, the decision 
to devolve power to the 


cus of industrial expansion 
is @ bold and courageous 
one — the effects of which 
will take several generations 
© crvste use. But in the 
meantime, the progress f 
‘@ | Byan economy to d- 
versify and develop indus- 
tral self-sufficiency 1s im. 


This spectacular progress 
in the local manufacture of 
consumer durabies and other 
Ugh, industrias products, has 
been the result o/ meticulous 
research and planning fere- 
sight From the outset, the 
revolution peid clese atten- 
tion to the na*ure and ex- 
tent of industrta) growth To 
finance the rapid growth 0. 
‘ne various sectors of ‘he 
Libyan economy ecrmarked 
for expansicn, the develop- 
ment plan was executed in 
three dis*inct phases. 

The initia] stage in which 
large amounts were uocat- 
ed to industry in the 1970-7 
and 1971-72 budee's. repres- 
ented a three-fold increase 
on the igure contained in 
the firs. fiscal year of the 
revolution which in self far 
outstripped the paltry sums 
devoted o economic expan- 
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won oY The ancient regime. 
The second phys of indua- 
tral growth wes (uelled by 
the Three Year Plan of 1973- 
57 during which the volume 
of investments increased to 
L.D300 million. making pos- 
sib'e the completion of 18 
separate manufecturing pro- 
jecta and producing plants 
The third ruoge embraces the 
current Five Year Plan 1976- 


volu ‘on. over six'y brand 


other manufactured § items. 
glasswear, footwear and 
were established This first 
phase of self-sufficiency in 
light industry ill be 


total of 128 (actories and 


manufacturing planis come 
‘on stream’ 


To date the mos: impor- 
“an: Light industries estab- 
lished in the public sector 
have been food 
spinning and weaving. tim- 
ber and wood {uctories. 
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vul Ui muceria: centres 
and leather processing Am- 
one the notable Ugh: indus- 
‘rial operations § es ablished 
in Libya since the revolution 
are the following the fruit 
canning ond conserving fac- 
tory at al-Mamurah which 
was constructed at the cost 
o LD 10 million and em- 
ploys over 250 workers, the 
tin can factory at the al- 
Mumuroh complex which has 
made Libya self-sufficien: as 
far as its requirements are 
concerned the mineral wa- 
ter plant at Sebha hos gone 
& lone Way to meet domestic 
needs or bottled sanitary 
utensils unit within the Gha- 


wares) the nationa) Pipe 
Monufacturing Company 
along with the eternite plant 
has made Lébya self-reliant 
in this sector of the econo- 
my; the clay brick factory at 
Tripoli and another similar 
facility at Benghazi to which 


| 


dary indus*ries. including 
the es’sbi'shment of fish- 
processing plants. flour and 
grain mills bettery foctor- 


have all sprune up since the 
revolution 

Whilst the rate of econo- 
mic expansion and indus- 
trial growth has continued 
unmapdated § since the revolu- 
tion. and Libya has made 
remarkable progress in och- 
leving an enviable record of 
sel.-su.ficiency, the Libyan 
peopie recognise that now 
they have a'tained immed- 
@e indus ral goais. they 
need to consolicute the first 
ruiis oO. econemic emanci- 
Dation 














LIBYA 


BRIEFS 


SELF-SUFFICIENCY IN CEMENT=-The heavy industries secretariat said Libya's cement 
production during the first nine months of thie year has reached 1,468,464 tons. 
The secretariat said investments in cement factory construction reached 202 million 
Libyan dinars. The sources said the Jamahiriya is now totally self-sufficient in 
cement production and consumption. [Text] [Valletta THE JAMAHIRIYA MAIL in 
English 13 Dec 80 p 14] 


NEW UNIVERSITY--In implementation of the resolutions and recommendations of the 
People's Congresses, the General People's Committee issued a resolution stipulating 
the setting up of a technical university including college of petroleum, higher 
institutes of petroleum, electricity and electronics and to be based in Brega. 

In addition to Al-Fateh and Ghar Yunis, the number of universities in the Jama- 
hiriya has now become three. [Text] [Valletta THE JAMAHIRIYA MAIL in English 

13 Dec 80 p 14] 


GRAPE CULTIVATION PROJECT--Sources of the Executive Committee of Al-Jebel Al- 
Akhdar region said that a contract has been signed with an international firm to 
cultivate 2000 hectares with grape-vine in several farms. The company is special- 
ised in the modern method of planting the vine at the bottom of concrete pusts 
with large wire nets on top. Experiments showed increased production per hectare 
when using this method. [Text] [Valletta THE JAMAHIRIYA MAIL in English 

13 Dec 80 p 14] 


COOPERATION WITH CUBA--The Cuban-Jamahiriya Cooperation Committee has held a 
meeting in Havana. The meeting vas attended on the Libyan side by the General 
People's Committee's Secretary of Housing, Engineer Mohammad Al Mangoush, and on 
the Cuban side by the head of the construction committee. The joint committee 
discussed methods of implementing agreements already signed by both countries in 
various fields. [Text] [Valletta THE JAMAHIRIYA MAIL in English 6 Dec 80 p 6] 


AL-BAYDA' TELEPHONE EXCHANGE—-The Acting Secretary of Jebel Akhdar municipality's 
General People's Committee and the Jebel Akhdar People's Committee Secretary of 
Communications, have signed a contract for the construction of a telephone network 
with a Swedish company. The contract calls for the laying down of a telephone 
system, exchanges and booths in Beida, New Beida and Missa. The construction of 
the network is expected to be completed within 30 months of the commencement of 
work. [Text] [Valletta THE JAMAHIRIYA MAIL in English 13 Dec 80 p 16) 


COOPERATION WITH MALI--The joint committee between the Jamahiriya and Mali has 
held a meeting at Bamako, Mali. The Ministers of Foreign Affairs, Cooperation, 
Information, Social Affairs, Development Finance, Trade and Agriculture expressed 
their delight and the delight of the Mali people for the Jamahiriya's efforts in 
the African continent, and stressed that Jamahiriya is the only country which 
finances projects beneficial and useful to the African people, while other 
affluent Arab countries invest their money in foreign countries, which fulfill 
the interests of imperialist countries. [Text] [Valletta THE JAMAHIRIYA MAIL 
in English 20 Dec 80 p 4) 
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RAIL WORKERS’ STRIKE REPEATED 
Casablanca AL~BAYANE in French 23 Dec 80 pp 1-3 


{[Article: "Pacing Officials’ Silence, A Generali 72-Hour Strike of Rail 
Workers") 


[Text] For the second time in December, the rail workers are stopping 
work this Tuesday 23 December at 1000 hours for a 72 hour strike; they 
will return to work only on Friday 26 December at 1000 hours. 


Let us recall that the rail workers are demanding the full application 
of the draft agreement signed on 19 January 1979 by the management of the 
ONCP [National Railroad Office) and their union federation, the FNTR-UMT 
(National Federation of Railroad Workers - Moroccan Labor Federation). 


The rail workers had already undertaken a warning 24 hour strike on 9-10 
December. On the side of the management, nothing but silence and delaying 
tactics. 


Worse, the ONCF management decided that certain phosphate trains had to run 
at any cost during this 24 hour strike, and thus it was responsible for a 
serious accident in which two phosphate trains collided, causing over 

300 million's worth of damages. But this was not enough for these gentle- 
men. They also had to cover themselves with ridicule: in an attempt to 
break the present strike, they have just announced that an interministerial 
meeting would take place on Friday 26 December to examine the wages of rail 
workers and compare them with those paid by similar enterprises. 


In short, they are saying to the rail workers: if you do not go on strike, 
we are going to hold an interministerial meeting. The “remedy” offered is 
totally unacceptable to the rail workers whose purchasing power has dropped 
catastrophically! 


The rail workers are faithful to their union traditions; they do not go on 
strike for the sake of striking. They go on strike because they are forced 
to do so to defend their rights, which have been officially recognized in 

a duly signed and approved draft agreement. This agreement has been ignored 
for a full year by the management and by the government. All the year long, 
the FPNTR has kept reminding them that it must be applied. 
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A warning strike has taken place. All in vain. 


Instead of beating around the bush and plotting against the unity of rail 
workers, why not invite their representatives, i.e. the FNTR-UMT, and 
negotiate with them the modalities and guarantees of application of the 
draft agreement? 


Why resort to tricks and maneuvers in an attempt at suppressing the problem 
for a time instead of looking openly and frankly for a solution? 


For the rail workers, this kind of dilatory maneuver has a name: fleeing 
before responsibilities. 


But do you, the officials, know that today half of the rail workers go 
hungry? Engineers, depot and section heads are there to bear witness to 
that. 


Do you know that a rail worker working the “three 8-hour shifts" is working 
at night, from 2100 to 500 hours, 8 or 9 days every month and that: 


Fir t, he cannot catch up on his sleep because of miserable housing 
conditions; 


Second, he receives a "night allowance” of 65 centimes per hour, no matter 
what his rank is. In other words, he receives 42 DH per month, which is 
not even enough to pay for the snack and coffee he must have at work in 
order to keep awake. 


Do you know that the transportation “indemnity” allocated to ONCF personnel 
is 17.00 DH per month and that it is paid only to those who live more 
than 3 km from their working place? 





That amounts to 4 liters of motorbike gasoline per month! 


Do you know that this year over 10,000 employees have applied for the Aid 
Ad Adha advance payment which amounts to 450 DH and is paid back in 
monthly instalments of 50 DH? 


Knowing that there are about 10,400 rail workers, it is obvious that 
even high supervisory personnel are now in a position where they must 
apply for this advance payment in order to buy the Aid sheep. 


So now, stop your dilatory maneuvers and respect the promises made to 
the rail workers. 


AL-BAYANE, for its part, as a mouthpiece for the working class, salutes the 
fighting spirit of the rail workers, appreciates their indefectible unity 
and expresses its solidarity with their struggle until they have obtained 
their legitimate rights. 
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MANAGEMENT REPORTEDLY TRYING TO BREAK UP TRANSPORT WORKERS' UNITY 
Casablanca AL~BAYANE in French 23 Dec 80 pp 1-3 
[Article: "RATC Workers Faithful to Internal Unity") 


[Text] Workers of the RATC [Independent Casablancan Transport System] have 
lately lived through disquieting events, mainly because of the maneuvers 
through which the management hoped to undermine the workers’ unity. 


In the past, the workers, strongly united behind their union, the UMT 
[Moroccan Labor Federation], have managed to wrest some rights, in spite 
of the official's intransigence... New management recruits are now trying 
to weaken the workers’ front and they spare no effort in supporting all 
actions likely to worsen workers' disunity and reduce them to the state 

of a prey easy to exploit... 


This is why the RATC management does not hesitate to evade current labor 
laws in calling for the chauffeurs of the Casablanca prefecture to replace 
striking workers. The manifest collusion between local authorities and 
the RATC management does not have to be proven. It is not new. 


In brief, the exploitation of RATC workers is maintained by a number of 
unsavory practices aimed at weakening and scattering workers' ranks. Six 
RATC employees have been arrested. On 19 December, they were brought 
before the Casablanca court of first instance which postponed its debates 
until 2 January. The principal persons involved are Messrs Al Kasmi, 
Zaouia, Zaatri, Al Bane and Khadir. Two other workers (Driss and Chahbi) 
have taken refuge on the premises of the labor union center where they are 
said to be threatened with arrest. 


This being said, a small group of individuals, moved by reasons which have 
nothing to do with labor unions, are tirelessly employed in undermining 
the workers’ union unity. This unity, the usefulness of which is obvious 
to all, ought to be strengthened, not weakened, at a time when management 
is going into the offensive. 


However, the determination and the maturity of RATC workers alone are 
undeniable assets in preserving their unity. Only last Thursday, at the 
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UMT headquarters, 1,200 RATC workers reaffirmed their determination and 
cheir will to fight any secessionist movement and to redouble their efforts 
to obtain more rights and to resist the exploitation of which they are the 
victims. Among the present demands of the workers, let us mention: 


Concerning the transit service: 
- meal allowance 

~ “driving wheel" allowance 

- conductor's allowance. 


Concerning the technical service: 
~ dirtiness allowance 
- risk allowance. 


Concerning the administration: 
- service allowance. 


Concerning supervisory personnel: 
- responsibility allowance. 


AL-BAYANE is reaffirming its support of the RATC workers and employees. 
It condemns the attempts aimed at weakening their union which benefit 
a management desirous to go back on the rights acquired after a hard- 
fought struggle. 


9294 
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PERSIAN GULF AREA 


EDITORIAL COMMENT ON BREZHNEV'S GULF PROPOSALS 
Sharjah AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 14 Dec 80 p 1 
[Editorial: "The Gulf and the Soviets") 


[Text] Most of the countries of the gulf region have agreed to reject the proposals 
of Soviet President Leonid Brezhnev concerning security and peace in the Gulf, the 
Arabian Sea and the Indian Ocean. But they differed again on an appropriate 
national stance which realizes the interests of their people and which strengthens 
their struggle against foreign colonialism and domination. 


This agreement and disagreement indicates that the countries of the region have 
not yet taken an independent course in foreign relations. Only such independence 
can provide a realistic understanding of and a correct opinion on any position or 
proposal--whether it be from the Soviet Union, America or elsewhere--concerning 
the region or, indirectly, relations with the region. 


The Soviet position--regardless of its motives--must be studied in the region's 
capitals very carefully. It must be placed within a framework of present and 
future international relations, and a position must be formulated in light of 
national and regional interests, or the position should be used to settle some of 
the present and future issues in the region. Based on this it is necessary to 
treat any other position on the same level and subject it to national and pan-Arab 
considerations. But to reject the Soviet proposals offhand indicates a lack of 
precision at best. 


When we say this and call on the region's leaders to follow such a course, we do 
not mean to disregard the fact of the Soviet presence in Afghanistan. The national 
position on this is known. By the same token, one cannot forget that the reason 
for tensions in the region, and the aggravation of tensions in the region, can be 
attributed to colonialist greed. This opinion is shared by many of the policy- 
makers in the region, who have said on many occasions that the region's security 
lies in keeping it away from international conflicts and military alliances, main- 
taining the unobstructed flow of oil as in the best interests of the region, and 
protecting the waterways from any incident which would disturb international 
relations. 


We come closer to reality and the interests of the people of the region and posi- 
tive international relations when we call for an increase in consideration, inspec- 
tion, and control of Arab interests vis-a-vis a position such as the one Brezhnev 
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proposed. The Soviets did not lose anything from the rejection of their proposal 

by most of the countries of the region. According to the international game, the 
Americans won and we, the people of the region, lost because a valuable opportunity 
slipped from our hands without justification, which could have been exploited for 
the good of our people. 


As we said the day before yesterday our call for a sound, courageous, constructive 
evaluation of Brezhnev's proposals does not mean that we are inclining toward the 
Soviets or choosing one side over another. Rather, thie course of action is based 
on national, liberal principles which events proved to be sound years before 
Brezhnev's statement. The events in Afghanistan, che Iraq-Iran war, and the issue 
of security in the gulf have also proved ite correctness and effectiveness. The 
importance of this course issues from the nation's soil, the interests of the 
people, the history of this country and ite characteristics and the necessity of 
selecting clear, correct positions in a world full of contradictions. 
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QATAR, SPAIN ENTER INTO OLL NFOCOTIATIONS 


Madrid YA in Spanish 13 Nov 80 p 29 





[Excerpt] By the middle of this week we shall know what additional supply of oil 
Qatar will be able to bring to the Spanish economy to offset the lack of supply re- 
sulting from the war between Iran and Iraq, which has disrupted shipments to most 
of the Western countries. 


Negotiations now going on with Qatar have not yet been completed, but it is hoped 
that they will be finalized within the next few days and that we shall be able to 
announce the results. That would conclude the commercial part of the trip made by 
the king and queen to various oil countries and Japan, during which it was agreed 
that Kuwait would furnish 20,000 additional barrels of oil to the countries it was 
already supplying. The 25,000 additional barrels from Saudi Arabia, shipment of 
which is to begin immediately, were the consequence of negotiations held by high 
officials of the Ministry of Economy in London with Saudi leaders resulting in that 
kingdom's decision to compensate for the losses in oil shipments brought about by 
the Iranian-Iraqi war. Meanwhile, it should be mentioned that, under the terms of 
the same agreement, France is to receive 120,000 bariels of oil daily from Saudi 
Arabia. 


With regard to the possibility that an agreement might be reached with Indonesia 
for oil supplies, sources from the Ministry of Economy and Commerce indicate that 
no agreement is presently anticipated inasmuch as the quantity would be small, and 
the characteristics of Indonesian oil--too much paraffin--would make the cost pro- 
hibitive from the standpoint of transportation, since the product would be coming 
from a great distance and would have to be shipped in special tank barges. 
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SUDAN 


BRIEFS 


KUSTI OLL REFINERY--Construction of a $200 million oil refinery in the Sudanese 
town of Costi is to start next March, according to a recent announcement by the 
SUDANESE NEWS AGENCY, SUNA. The refinery, to be built on the shores of the 
White Nile, 275 kms south of Khartoum, will process about one-third of the oil 
the country needs, which currently stands at around 60,000 b/d. The work for 
the refinery includes the laying down of 550 kms of pipeline connecting the 
plant to the Abu Gabra field in southwestern Sudan. Discovered in 1977 by 
Chevron--the SoCal subsidiary--the field is estimated to produce around 3,400 
barrels of oil a day from two wells. Chevron will participate in the construc- 
tion work on the refinery and on the pipeline, which are estimated to be com- 
plete in 20 months. At present, Sudan has only one refinery at Port Sudan, 
thousands of kilometres away from the oil field, currently the only one with any 
production. Exploratory drilling is to start in other parts of the country by 
CFP-Total (AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO, November 17) and the Texas Eastern 
Corporation under agreements between these companies and the Sudanese Ministry 
of Energy and Mines. [Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in Engiish 

22 Dec 80 p 5] 
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SYRIA 


AMERICA SAID TO REGARD ENTIRE GLOBE AS ZONE OF NATIONAL SECURITY 
Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 25 Dec 80 p 1 
[Article: "Global Space From Point of View of American Security") 


[Text] We would like to see a single spot, were it only the size of a pinpoint, 
across the length and breadth of this globe, which is not considered by the U.S. 
to be important for its national security. 


We would like to see a single spot, from Ra's Al-Khaymah to the Behring Straits, 
from the Straits of Gibralter to the Magellan Straits, from the Azores to El 
Salvador, from Lebanon to Taiwa and on to Afghanistan, Sind and India, or from 
Fez to Honduras, which the U.S ays is not of strategic importance to the U.S. 
This being the case with Carter, what will the case be during the term of Reagan, 
who wants to flex America's strength and muscle before the world? 


There is no doubt that Reagan wants to expand the zone of American national secu- 
rity to include all seas and rivers, and everything above and below the surface 
of the earth. Incidentally, America has already announced that the wealth under 
the earth is an issue of vital interest to America's national security. 


Here, then, is the point: America's national security means America's interest 
in plundering the world's oil wealth. If this is not the case, then what is the 
meaning of its land and floating bases, its threat to intervene here and there, 
and its timed concern over civilians and over human rights. No one threatens 
America's national security. Rather, the opposite is true that America is the 
one that is threatening Arab, Turkish, Iranian, Indian, Asian, African and Latin 
American national security and the security of everyone in the world. 


What is happening in Lebanon today by way of manipulation of agents and incitement 
of Phalangist gangs to kill, terrorize and alarm the people and divide the country; 
the shedding of crocodile tears over “human rights"; and the spread of implied 
threats in connection with “the safety of civilians," are examples of what America 
and its devices are doing to disrupt the security of peoples and their destinies. 


A final word: If America wants to expand its zone of national security to include 
every place on the surface of the earth, her interest is not binding on any of 
the peoples of the world. If America wants to join Nazism and Zionism in an 
expansionist theory of national security, it will not be a new course of action. 
It has already pursued it from the time of Truman to the present. 
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TUNISIA 


MZALI MEETS WITH PLO REPRESENTATIVE 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 3 Dec 80 pl 


[Text] Mohamed Mzali, prime minister, yesterday morning received at the 
government palace at Kassab Mr Hakam Balaoui, PLO representative in Tunis. In a 
statement made after the meeting Mr Balaoul indicated having transmitted greeting 
of Yasser Arafat and Palestine leaders to the prime minister. It was also stated 
that the meeting dealt with the situation currently prevailing in the Arab world, 
on the Palestinian cause and related developments as well as the efforts made to 
unify the Arab nation's position in its struggle against the Zionist enemy. 


Mr Balaoui moreover stated that Mohamed Mzali as usual showed complete understanding 
regarding all the questions raised during the meeting and he expressed his satis- 
faction over the heroic resistance of the Palestine revolution to che repressive 
practices of the Zionist enemy in the occupied territories. The PLO representative 
also indicated that the prime minister had reaffirmed the unchanging position of 
president Bourguiba and the Tunisian people regarding the Palescinian cause and 

the PLO, sole and legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. 


In conclusion Hakam Balaoui stated that the meeting also dealt with the 
concentration of Zionist troops in southern Lebanon as well as with the repeated 
aggressions of the Zionist enemy against south Lebanon and the Lebanese and 
Palestinian peoples. 





TUNISIA 


ARAB MONEY FOR AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 6 Dec 80 p 2 
[Article by Larbi Chennaoui “Arab Capital for our Agricultural Development") 


[Text] No one doubts that in the Sixth Plan priority will be given to agriculture 
for the very good reason that the “health” of a country like ours doubtlessly 
resides in its nutritional self-sufficiency. 


A good number of factors make us believe this: 


First of all, the planning-speech of Mzali to the National Assembly clarifies 
any misunderstanding concerning this choice. But that speech, in fact, is but the 
culmination of a series of developments that could not be clearer: 


One, the increase in production costs of certain basic products such as milk, 
cereals (twice during this year) and “industrial” tomatoes. Second, the various 
encouragements showered by the state on agriculture. On this point one must cite 
the increased attention paid by the state to rural credits, without which basic 
agricultural activity could not take place. In this connection the government 
has in the first place decided to call on local banks co increase considerably 
their participation in short-term credits. 


It is quite clear, we are convinced, that clear-sighted development of agriculture 
is not an easy matter, in view of the enormous sums needed for investment. That 


is the sensitive point in the matter. To obtain regularly and without difficulty 
needed investments, there must be assured sources of financing. 


Arab oil producing countries would contribute as sources of financing to the 
success of this development. 


One is tempted to ask how. 
A Multitude of Reasons 
In order to define the form or forms this contribution could assume, one must be 


able to read, even between the lines, the deeper reasons for this recourse to 
Arab investment. 
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No one can ignore the fact that Arab investments in Tunisia are by no means new. 


In fact the present of Arab capital is easily detected in tourist development (for 
example, the Tourist Complex of Al Kantaoul Port) as well as in the large basic 
construction projects (for example the Sidi Saad Dam). 


It is the Arab investments in agriculture that now constitute a completely new 
development. 


What impels Tunisia to have recourse to Arab capital to modernize its agriculture? 


Development=-true development--of cattle raising, greenhouse products, 
arboriculture, grain production, call for immediate investments of no small dimen- 
sions. 


For example, at the Agriculture Ministry they refer to a project of intensive 
rearing of 500 pregnant heifers. The cost is estimated at 2 million dinars. But-- 
and here is the problem--once the project is materialized the rate of domestic 
return is estimated at about 14 percent of overall investments. This project is 
referred to Arab investors. 


A second, no less meaningful example: a project for fattening 10,000 bull calves 
requires the investment of around }million dinars. Another project to interest 
the same investors. 


The second reason which leads to the recourse to Arab investments derives in one 
way or another from the concern over achieving a noteworthy increase in agricul- 
tural production, which, needless to recall, has not yet reached the required 
level. It cannot be denied that in "the strategic areas" Tunisia does not succeed 
in meeting its real needs. Even in agriculture one now thinks in terms of 
security (nutritional security, of course). The third reason, and not the least, 
is opening Arab markets, which are truly large importers of agricultural products, 
to Tunisia. This undeniable fact is strengthened and reinforced by the brotherly 
spirit linking us with Arab countries. In view of this it is quite natural to 
give priority to Arab investments, above all since it is quite clear that this 
sector is vital for Tunisia and for the Arab countries themselves. 


Everyone ought to be glad that Arab investors have gone beyond the stage of 
hesitant exploration and reached a state of real contacts. 


True, if Arab investors were at one period hesitant about agriculture it was 
because the unknown factors and the lack of immediate return predominated. It is 
in such a context apparently that one must gauge the importance of a seminar whose 
subject was “Arab Investments in Arab Countries" recently held in Tunis. 


One had to persuade more than one hesitant person and convincingly demonstrate 
with many details that, despite the climatic risks, agricul ure is a crucial area, 
for Tunisia as well as for the other brother Arab countries. The effort succeeded. 
At least one may think so since at the present time several Arab partners have 
entered into contact with the Tunisian authorities. 
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Mixed Companies 


As was mentioned earlier, Arab investments will be introduced through mixed 
agricultural development companies. The "Tunisian state" will be majority stock- 
holder in these companies. They are to develop very large projects whose aim is 

to develop, surely and incontrovertibly, so called "strategic products" (milk, 
meat, cereals) intended, first, for the local market. These companies will at the 
same time encourage the development of projects for production of exportable 
foodstuffs. (For example, poultry products, part of the meat production). In 
addition the mixed Arab companies will encourage the creation of new agroindustries 
and treating plants (freezing and refrigeration). The mixed companies will of 
course be constituted by several partners, According to Tunisian legislation their 
number should in no case go beyond seven. 


Production Contracts 


Another form of cooperation: production contracts. What does this mean? Imagine 
for a moment what the situation will be under contracts of this kind: As producer 
the Tunisian farmer is held to furnish a certain number of products in clearly 
defined quantities. It should be noted that in this case, he produces for the 
account of the Arab investor who, as his "statute" shows, advances the needed 
funds for purchasing materials (for example, greenhouses). This kind of contract 
includes truck-farming and involves the state, cooperative, or private forms, 

as the case may be. 


It is up to the two contracting parties to set forth the quantity and quality of 
production, the period of production, the price of production. 


It should be pointed out that these contracts only concern products for export. 
Significant Impact 


Whether it be mixed companies or production contract, priority is always given to 
the local market. In consequence the possibility of a reduction of foodstuffs on 
the local market would at once be a "false problem." There is no doubt that these 
two forms of cooperation will fit into the framework of tunisian legislation 

since the Tunisian regime for investments and facilities accorded to foreign 
investors will be perfectly respected. 


That by no means excludes the possibility of making certain modifications at the 
right time. In simpler terms and as an example, if the private investor wishes 

to organize an export project, his activities will be governed by the Law of April 
72-38. 


These two forms of cooperation will fill a great need. In cone quence it is not 
believed that this would by any means compete with the Tunisian investor. Instead 
of competition, one should instead speak of complementarity. Since the local 
market will have priority, Tuniso-Arab cooperation as it has been devised will be 
eminently constructive. It now appears that the process is under way. 


As of interest, Abdallah Thanyane, director of a large Kuwaiti company, visited 
Tunis on the 24th when he had important contacts with the authorities. The 
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principle of developing a mixed company was jointly adopted, One must await the 

16 December next, date of the meeting of the board of directors of the Kuwait 
company, to learn mre about the possible creation of this productive project. 
Moreover it was agreed that the Arab Company for Development of Cattle Raising 
would communicate with the Arab Company for Investments and the islamic Development 
Bank to encourage them to contribute actively to the capital of this mixed company 
which is still in the planning stage. 


In conclusion it is well to state that for the agricultural chain to be complete 
only the financial link is lacking. Not that it does not exist. Far from it. 


Tunisia plans in the immediate future to profit from the contribution of Arab 
capital, and later to profit the capital holders, and the countries they represent, 
by its agricultural products. 


In investing their capital in che land, the lending Arab countries will make of a 
country like Tunisia, whose soil is known to be rather fertile, a regular granary 
for the Arab world. Arab countries, as well as Tunis!a, moreover, have much to 
gain from this. 
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TUNISIA 


CHATTI DISCUSSES IMPORTANCE OF NEW YEAR 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 3 Dec 80 p 1 


[Text] “The year 1981 will be important for us," declared Habib Chatty, general 
secretary of the Islamic Conference and former Tunisian foreign minister, during 
a meeting in Paris. Mr Chatty is tireless: his mediation in the Iraqi-Iranian 
conflict brought him to the Shatt Al-Arab front. Now he is preparing the Mecca 
Islamic Summit which will take place 24 January next (the 17, at the foreign 
minister level). All Moslem states will be represented there, Mr Chatty assured 
us, including Libya, whose relations with Saudi Arabia have been broken. 
Previously, the Conference's general secretariat--including 42 states--organized 
two seminars in Paris, the first on Al Qods, the second on Islam. Between 8-15 
December Mr Chatty will accompany three chiefs of state, King Hassan II of 
Morocco, President Sekou Toure of Guinea and President Ziaur Rahman of Bangladesh, 
on a visit to three capitals, Paris, Bonn and London, where they will present the 
Islamic Conference's views on a certain number of problems to President Giscard 
d'Estaing, Chancellor Schmidt and Mrs Thatcher. If the year 1981 will be 
decisive for the settlement of the Near East problem, it will be because a new 
President cowes into power in the United States, according to Mr Chatty. The 
general secretary of the Islamic Conference does not believe that Mr Reagan will 
foliow the Camp David policy, since, he says, "that policy was rejected by all the 
Arab countries." No doubt the new American President will seek another approach 
to the Near East problem and will try "not to abandon president Sadat." Mr Chatty 
of course does not minimize the difficulty of the steps he plans to undertake. 
Moreover he does not believe that things will begin to move before the middle of 
next year. 


"Kissinger told me once," he went on to say, "that the Palestinian question is an 
internal affair for the United States." 


But Mr Chatty is convinced that the “internal pressure" of the Jewish lobby will 
be balanced by the deterioration in the Near East situation and this will force 
the American leaders to change their policy. 


Mr Chatty admitted that his mission to Iraq and Iran brought no results. "I shall 
take it up again as soon as I glimpse a gleam of hope for peace," he said. And 

he set forth in a few words, objectively, the nature of the problem: the Iranians 
do not wish to risk negotiating so long as Iraqi troops occupy a part of their 
territory, however, the Iraki objective is none other than the recovery of Shatt 
Al-Arab. 


At the Mecca Summit, the Afghan seat will be empty. The Islamic Conference has 
never recognized the current Kabul regime. 
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TUNISIA 


BRIEFS 


COUNTERMEMORANDUM SUBMITTED HAGUE--It is learned from a source close to the Foreign 
Ministry that, pursuant to the agreement known as the Tunisian-Libyan "compromise" 
agreement of 10 June 1977, referring to the Hague International court of Justice 
the matter of the delimination of the continental plateau between Tunisia and 
Libya, the Tunisian Government instructed its representative to the Court, 
Ambassador Slim Benghazi, to remit Monday 1 December 1980 to the Court Registrar 
the documents constituting the counter memorandum of the government of the Tunisian 
Republic. The submission of these documents constitutes the second important 

step in the written procedure provided for in the agreement. As its name shows, 
the counter memorandum represents the Tunisian Government's response to the argu- 
ments contained in the Libyan memorandum. It will be recalled that both the 
Tunisian and Libyan governments submitted their respective memoranda to the 
International Court of Justice on 30 May 1980. [Text] [Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE 
in French 3 Dec 80 p 1] 9772 
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